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The S-550 and S-330 digital samplers are 12-bit mono samplers which were first made in 1987. The S-550 is eight part
multitimbral with a memory capacity of 64 Tones and 32 Patches. Its total sampling time is 28.8 seconds at 30kHz. The
last operating system for the S-550 was the CD-5 system, which was included with the Roland CD-5 CD-ROM player.
The S-330 is eight part multitimbral with a memory capacity of 32 Tones and 16 Patches. Its total sampling time is 14.4
seconds at 30kHz.The last operating system for the S-330 was version 1.03. This document is intended to provide a
step by step guide to a few of the S-330/550’s most commonly used procedures. First, we will show you how to create a
Performance disk. Next, we will discuss some of the features added with the CD-5 operating system. Then, we will
create a Patch and show you how you can conserve memory by using Sub Tones. Next, we will show you the basic
sampling procedure. Finally, we will discuss the use of external SCSI devices with the S-550 and provide a list of
compatible peripheral devices. It is our hope that you will find this document a useful companion to the Owner’s Manual.

,��&UHDWLQJ�D�3HUIRUPDQFH�'LVN��6�����2QO\�

An S-550 Performance disk is a set of up to 8 Patches saved as a group on a single floppy disk. Creating a
Performance disk allows you to assemble a group of your own Patches from multiple source disks. Start the S-550
with the CD-5 system disk (SU-04) in the drive and use the following procedure to create a Performance Disk:

�� ,QVHUW WKH GHVLUHG 6���� VRXQG GLVN LQWR WKH GLVN GULYH�
�� 8VH WKH PRXVH WR KLJKOLJKW ¦02'(§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ� 7KH DYDLODEOH PRGHV ZLOO EH GLVSOD\HG�
�� 8VH WKH PRXVH WR KLJKOLJKW ¦',6.§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ�
�� 8VH WKH PRXVH WR KLJKOLJKW ¦)' /RDG 3§ �)ORSS\ 'LVN /RDG 3DWFK� DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ�

¦)' 3� ,�� BBBBBBB§ �WKH ILUVW 3DWFK� ZLOO EH GLVSOD\HG�
�� 6HOHFW ¦',6.§ IURP WKH 68% PHQX WR GLVSOD\ D OLVW RI DYDLODEOH 3DWFKHV RQ WKH GLVN�
�� 8VH WKH PRXVH WR KLJKOLJKW WKH GHVLUHG 3DWFK DQG GRXEOH FOLFN WKH ULJKW PRXVH EXWWRQ�
�� 6HOHFW ¦)' /RDG 3DWFK§ IURP WKH &20 PHQX DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ� ¦1RZ /RDGLQJ§ ZLOO EH GLVSOD\HG�
�� 6HOHFW ¦3/$<§ IURP WKH 02'( PHQX WR GLVSOD\ WKH 3DWFK \RX MXVW ORDGHG DV 3DWFK ,����
�� 5HSHDW VWHSV ��� WR ORDG DGGLWLRQDO 3DWFKHV DV GHVLUHG� 0DNH VXUH \RX VHOHFW D QHZ 3DWFK ORFDWLRQ IRU HDFK

3DWFK �L�H� ,���� ,���� HWF���
��� 2QFH \RX KDYH ORDGHG DOO WKH 3DWFKHV WKDW \RX ZDQW WR XVH LQ \RXU 3HUIRUPDQFH� VHOHFW ¦',6.§ IURP WKH

02'( PHQX�
��� 8VH WKH PRXVH WR KLJKOLJKW ¦)' 6DYH§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ� +LJKOLJKW ¦6DYH 6HW �§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW

PRXVH EXWWRQ� 7KLV ZLOO VDYH WKH FXUUHQWO\ ORDGHG 3DWFKHV WRJHWKHU RQWR D GLVN �RU GLVNV LI QHFHVVDU\��

127(� 7R SHUIRUP WKLV IXQFWLRQ LW LV QHFHVVDU\ WKDW \RX XVH WKH &'�� 6\VWHP YHUVLRQ� (DUOLHU YHUVLRQV RI WKH
RSHUDWLQJ V\VWHP GR QRW DOORZ DQ LQGLYLGXDO 3DWFK WR EH ORDGHG LQWR WKH 6����� 7KLV ILOH LV DYDLODEOH ZLWKRXW
FKDUJH IURP WKH 5RODQG 8�6� ZHEVLWH �ZZZ�URODQGXV�FRP�� %RWK WKH GLVN DQG PDQXDO IRU WKH 6���� &'�� 6\VWHP
DUH DYDLODEOH IURP WKH 5RODQG 8�6� &XVWRPHU 6HUYLFH GHSDUWPHQW� 7KH\ FDQ EH UHDFKHG E\ FDOOLQJ ����� ����
����� H[W� ���� 7KH SDUW QXPEHU IRU WKH GLVN LV 68�� DQG WKH SDUW QXPEHU IRU WKH PDQXDO LV ���������

,,��)HDWXUHV�$GGHG�ZLWK�WKH�&'���6\VWHP��6�����2QO\�

x 1DPH ,QSXW� <RX FDQ HQWHU 7RQH QDPHV� 3DWFK QDPHV DQG GLVN ODEHOV WKURXJK PRXVH FRPPDQGV�

x 0DS ,QSXW� 7KH SDUDPHWHUV RI D 3DWFK RU 7RQH FDQ EH FRSLHG WR D VHSDUDWH 3DWFK�

x '& &XW� ,I \RX KDYH PDGH D VDPSOH WKDW KDV ORZ UDQJH QRLVH GXH WR '& FXUUHQW HOHPHQWV� '&
&XW ZLOO KHOS UHGXFH WKLV QRLVH�

x 6SOLW 6HWWLQJV� 7RQHV FDQ EH VHW ZKLOH YLHZLQJ WKH 7RQH OLVW� 7KH 7RQHV LQ D 3DWFK WKDW LV FXUUHQWO\
EHLQJ XVHG ZLOO EH GLVSOD\HG LQ ZKLWH� WKH RWKHUV ZLOO EH LQ EODFN�

x 1HZ &RQYHUVLRQ

)XQFWLRQV� <RX FDQ QRZ FRQYHUW GLVNV WKDW ZHUH LQ 6���� IRUPDW WR 6��� IRUPDW�

x /RDGLQJ 3DWFKHV� <RX FDQ QRZ ORDG FRPSOHWH 3DWFKHV IURP D GLVN�

x )ORSS\ 'LVN %DFNXS� <RX FDQ EDFN XS WKH &'�� 6\VWHP GLVN �WKH &'�� 6\VWHP FDQ QRW EH VDYHG WR D VRXQG GLVN��
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When a sound is first sampled, that sample is referred to as a Tone. In order to use a Tone, it must be assigned to
a Patch. A Patch consists of one or more Tones, each mapped to a key or range of keys across the keyboard. In
Edit Mode, the Patch PRM page contains parameters that determine how the Tone(s) will respond when played.
To create a Patch, you must first load or create a Tone (or a number of Tones).

/RDGLQJ 7RQHV

Use the following procedure to load Tones on the S-330/550:

1)  Highlight “MODE” and press the left mouse button.
2)  Highlight “DISK” and press the left mouse button.
3)  Highlight “FD LOAD T” and press the left mouse button.
4)  Insert the disk containing the desired Tone(s) into the S-330/550’s disk drive.
5)  Highlight the Tone number displayed next to “FD T #” and use the left/right mouse buttons to select the Tone

you wish to load.
6)  Highlight the Tone number displayed next to “Int T #” and use the left/right mouse buttons to select a

destination for the Tone in the S-330/550’s internal memory.

127(� ,I \RX VHOHFW D GHVWLQDWLRQ 7RQH WKDW LV QRW HPSW\� WKH :DYH GDWD IRU WKH FXUUHQW 7RQH ZLOO EH UHSODFHG
E\ WKH :DYH GDWD IRU WKH 7RQH \RX DUH ORDGLQJ� $Q\ 6XE 7RQH WKDW XVHV :DYH GDWD RI WKH SUHYLRXV 7RQH ZLOO
DOVR EH GHOHWHG� EHFRPLQJ DQ HPSW\ 7RQH �VHH 6HFWLRQ ,9 IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ UHJDUGLQJ 6XE 7RQHV��

�� +LJKOLJKW ¦&20§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ� ¦)' /RDG 7RQH§ ZLOO EH GLVSOD\HG�
�� 3UHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ WR EHJLQ ORDGLQJ WKH 7RQH�
�� 5HSHDW VWHSV ��� WR ORDG DGGLWLRQDO 7RQHV DV GHVLUHG�

&UHDWLQJ D 3DWFK

Use the following procedure to create a Patch with one or more Tones assigned to the keyboard:

�� /RDG WKH GHVLUHG 7RQH RU 7RQHV LQWR WKH 6��������©V PHPRU\ �DV GHVFULEHG SUHYLRXVO\��
�� 6HOHFW ¦(',7§ IURP WKH 02'( PHQX �
�� +LJKOLJKW ¦0(18§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ�
�� +LJKOLJKW ¦6SOLW§ DQG SUHVV WKH OHIW PRXVH EXWWRQ� 7KH 6SOLW SDJH ZLOO EH GLVSOD\HG�
�� 8VH WKH OHIW�ULJKW PRXVH EXWWRQ WR VHOHFW ¦1RUPDO§ QH[W WR .H\ 0RGH �LI QHFHVVDU\��

127(� 7KHUH DUH ILYH .H\ 0RGHV WR FKRRVH IURP� 1RUPDO� 8QLVRQ� 9�6: �9HORFLW\ 6ZLWFK�� ;�)DGH �9HORFLW\
&URVV )DGH�� DQG 9�0,; �9HORFLW\ 0L[�� 1RUPDO DQG 8QLVRQ PRGHV ZLOO RQO\ SOD\ WKH �VW 7RQH� HYHQ LI WKH �QG
7RQH LV VKRZQ WR EH DVVLJQHG�

6) Use the left/right mouse button to select the desired Tone next to 1st Tone.

127(� 'R QRW ORDG 7RQHV LQWR 7RQH ORFDWLRQ ,���� 8VH 7RQH ORFDWLRQV ,��� DQG KLJKHU�

7)  Use the left/right mouse buttons to select “1st” next to Type Select (if necessary).
8)  Use the mouse to highlight the key (on the onscreen keyboard in the lower half of the display) you wish to

assign the sample to and press the left mouse button. A pair of hash marks will appear above the note
indicating that a Tone has been assigned.

127(� <RX FDQ DOVR DVVLJQ 7RQHV ZLWK D 0,', NH\ERDUG WKDW LV FRQQHFWHG WR WKH 6��������� 6LPSO\ SUHVVLQJ
WKH GHVLUHG NH\ RQ \RXU 0,', NH\ERDUG ZLOO DVVLJQ WKH VHOHFWHG 7RQH WR WKDW QRWH�

9)  Repeat steps 8-10 to continue assigning Tones as desired.
10)  Use the left/right mouse button to select “Info” next to Type Select. Play your MIDI keyboard to hear the

Tones that were assigned.
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Sub Tones are used by the S-330/550 to conserve memory. A Sub Tone allows you to share the same sample
data between two different Tones. You can edit sample information on a Sub Tone without affecting the original
Tone. Since Sub Tones read the waveform data of an original Tone, the original waveform must be in memory
along with the Sub Tone. Use the following procedure to create a Sub Tone:

1)  Load the desired Tone(s) into the S-330/550’s memory (as described previously).
2)  Highlight “MODE” and press the left mouse button.
3)  Highlight “EDIT” and press the left mouse button.
4)  Highlight “MENU” and press the left mouse button.
5)  Highlight “Tone PRM” and press the left mouse button.
6)  Highlight the currently selected Tone location (upper left of the display, under MODE) and use the left/right

mouse buttons to select a blank Tone location.
7)  Highlight “---“ next to Original Tone and use the left/right mouse buttons to select the Tone whose

waveform data you would like to use. That Tone number will appear next to “Sub” in the display. You have
now created a Sub Tone. You can edit and place the Sub Tone in any Patch as long as the original Tone is
in the memory of the S-330/550.

9��6DPSOLQJ��6���������

The steps below provide a basic set of instructions for sampling a sound with the S-330/550. More detailed
information on sampling and editing samples can be found in the S-330/550 Owner’s Manual beginning on page 34.

1)  Connect the audio output of your sampling source to the Input jack on the front of the S-330/550.
2)  Set the LINE/MIC switch on the S-550’s front panel accordingly (depending on the source signal). For

example, if you are recording directly from a microphone, press the LINE/MIC switch so it is lit (mic level). If
you are recording the output of a CD player, press the LINE/MIC switch so it is not lit (line level).

 
127(� 7KH /,1(�0,& VHWWLQJ LV QRW DYDLODEOH RQ WKH 6�����

 
1)  Make sure that the system disk is inserted and select “UTILITY” from the MODE menu.
2)  Highlight “MENU” and press the left mouse button.
3)  Highlight “Sampling” and press the left mouse button.
4)  Highlight the currently selected Tone (next to Source) and use the left/right mouse buttons to select an empty

Tone location.
5)  Highlight the number next to Time and use the left/right mouse buttons to select a sample time that is slightly

longer than the sound you wish to sample.
6)  Highlight the number next to Freq and use the left/right mouse buttons to select “30K” (if necessary).
7)  Highlight the number next to Threshold and use the left/right mouse buttons to select “0” (if necessary).
8)  Highlight the number next to Pre-Trig and use the left/right mouse buttons to select “0” (if necessary).
9)  Highlight the number next to Orig Key and use the left/right mouse buttons to select “C4” (if necessary).
10)  Highlight “COM” and press the left mouse button.
11)  Highlight “Manual” and press the left mouse button to begin sampling.
12)  Start your source sound. The S-330/550 will stop sampling after the amount of time specified in step #7.
13)  Play middle C (C4) on your keyboard to hear the results.
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In order to use the S-550 with external SCSI devices, you will need the HD5-IF interface. This was an optional
kit that added a 25 pin SCSI port to the S-550. Unfortunately, this kit is no longer available. Up to 4 SCSI
devices can be connected to the S-550.

7URXEOHVKRRWLQJ

The S-550 will search for the SCSI devices that are connected to it as it first starts up. Make sure that your
drives are up and running before starting up the S-550. If the system locks up as it is booting, check for the
following:

�� 0DNH VXUH WKDW WKH FDEOH LV FRPSOHWHO\ LQVHUWHG LQWR WKH SRUWV�
�� 0DNH VXUH WKH 6&6, GULYH LV VHW WR DQ ,' RWKHU WKDQ �� ,' � LV UHVHUYHG IRU WKH 6���� DQG FDQ QRW EH FKDQJHG�
�� %H VXUH WKH GULYH WKDW LV ODVW RQ WKH 6&6, FKDLQ LV WHUPLQDWHG DQG WKDW WKH RWKHU GULYHV FRQQHFWHG LQ WKH PLGGOH

RI WKH 6&6, FKDLQ DUH XQWHUPLQDWHG� 0RVW KDUG GULYHV XVH HLWKHU LQWHUQDO RU H[WHUQDO ',3 VZLWFKHV WR FKDQJH
WHUPLQDWLRQ DQG 6&6, ,'V� ,I WKH GULYH \RX DUH XVLQJ KDV QR WHUPLQDWLRQ� \RX FDQ WHUPLQDWH LW ZLWK D H[WHUQDO
WHUPLQDWLRQ SOXJ� 8VXDOO\� H[WHUQDO WHUPLQDWRUV DUH LQVHUWHG LQWR WKH OLQH EHWZHHQ WKH 6&6, SRUW DQG WKH FDEOH
RU LQWR WKH RWKHU DYDLODEOH 6&6, SRUW RQ WKH GULYH�

Make the appropriate changes and then restart the drives and the S-550 in that order. If the S-550 doesn't
recognize the drive(s), check the table below to ensure that you are using SCSI devices that are compatible
with the S-550.

9,,��&RPSDWLEOH�3HULSKHUDOV�ZLWK�WKH�6��������

The S-550 was a current product during 1987-89. The majority of SCSI devices manufactured during this period
were more primitive and used Sony drive mechanisms. The drivers in the S-550’s system software were created
for drives that were available during that time period. The S-550 can format up to a total of 80MB per drive.

5*% 0RQLWRUV �6���� DQG 6�����

These monitors require special adapter cables from Redmond Cable (206) 882-2009 / (615) 478-5760.

Atari 1224 Atari 1435 Mitsubishi DiamondScan Commodore 1080 & 1084

Darius TSM-1431 Taxan 610/420 Sony KV1311 Sony PVM

NEC 3D Magnavox 8762 Zenith ZVM133

&RPSDWLEOH +DUG 'ULYHV �6���� 2QO\�

Drives that were know to work with the S-550

CMS Microtech MicroNet Eltekon Dynatek

The SyQuest 105MB removable drives will work with the S-550, but will only be formatted as an 80MB drive.

&'�520 'ULYH �6���� 2QO\�

The Roland CD-5 is the only type of CD-ROM drive known to work with the S-550. It used a Sony CDU-6111
mechanism. The CD-5 came with a CD-ROM disc that contained the S-550 sample library.

:H KRSH WKDW WKLV GRFXPHQW KDV SURYLGHG \RX ZLWK D EHWWHU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKH 6�������� 'LJLWDO 6DPSOHU� 7KH
RSHUDWLRQV ZH KDYH FRYHUHG VXFK DV VDPSOLQJ� FUHDWLQJ 3DWFKHV� 3HUIRUPDQFH 'LVNV� DQG 6XE 7RQHV� DUH
IXQGDPHQWDO WR WKH EDVLF RSHUDWLRQ RI WKH 6��������� $ WKRURXJK XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI WKHVH FRQFHSWV ZLOO EH KHOSIXO
ZKHQ \RX EHJLQ WR FUHDWH \RX RZQ VDPSOHV� )RU IXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKHVH DQG PRUH DGYDQFHG RSHUDWLRQV�
SOHDVH FRQVXOW WKH 6�������� 2ZQHU©V 0DQXDO�


